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The (.;lontana Conunittee for the Humanities (MCH), an organization based at the 
University of Montana, will sponsor a regional conference on "~·1ining to MHO (Magneto-
hydrodynamics): Technology and Butte's Past and Future" Wednesday, Nov. 19,in Butte. 
The public is encouraged to attend and participate in an audience discussion which 
will follow presentations by panel members: Albert Borgmann, UM professor of philosophy; 
Richard McConnen, economics professor at Montana State University, Bozeman; Terrence McGlynn, 
history professor at Montana College of Mineral Science and Technology, Butte, and Dr. Jerry 
Plunkett, director of the Montana Energy and MHD Research and Development, Inc.(MERDI), 
Butte . Dr . Roy Huffman, vice president for research at MSU and MCH chairman, will moderate. 
Included in the discussion will be an explanation of MHD and a look at how MHD and 
other research at MERDI in Butte is progressing. 
According to MCH Director Dr. Margaret Kingsland, there is a great deal of interest in 
MERDI is 
magnetohydrodynamics among Butte residents since/developing an ~1HD engineering test facility 
in Butte . 
MHD is an alternative method of burning coal. Kingsland said MHD may generate SO 
percent more electricity from the same amount of coal than traditional coal-burning methods, 
while dramatically reducing the polluting effects . 
Energy is just one part of the technology issue, Kingsland said. The panel will 
examine the social, economic and environmental impact of technology on Montana's and Butte's 
past and will explore the impact of advanced technology on the future. 
For some, Kingsland said, any method of producing energy more efficiently is merely a 
means of maintaining energy consumption at present high levels and of increasing the levels 
in the future . For many people involved in energy research, new methods of efficient energy 
production represent aids in lowering energy consumption. 
On Nov. 20 there will be a workshop in the West Divide Room at the Ramada Inn, Butte, 
from 9:30 to noon. t1CH members and staff will offer assistance to anyone interested in 
applying for MCH grants. The workshop is free and open to the public. 
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